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Abstract

The Nigerian society, like every other one, is cosepl of individuals with and without one form
of disabilities or the other. Those with disabégi deviate from average physical, socio-
psychological and mental behaviours to such exteat they cannot profitably benefit from
regular educational programmes. However, educasiugients with disabilities in Nigeria is not
without some challenges. Thus, this paper exanghalenges and policy implications for the
education of students with disabilities. It firgsclsses the concept of special education, before
focusing on the meaning and classifications of estiisl with disabilities. Eight types of students
with disabilities were identified in the paper, Vehtwo strategies for the education of students
with disabilities, namely the inclusion and the legon, were brought to the fore. Some of the
challenges highlighted are inadequacy of educatidumading, high cost of educational materials
and equipment, lack of specialists and para-proéesds among others. Policy implications
discussed include admission policy, employmentyoérchitectural design policy and so on.
The paper finally recommends inter alia that thel€ml College of Education (Special), Oyo be
upgraded to a full-fledged University, the creatimimmore Departments of Special Education in
the nation’s Universities, the creation of the Miny of Disabled Affairs/National Commission
for People with Disabilities, and the setting uiSpecial Students Bursary/Scholarship Awards
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L. Introduction

There have been several criticisms about Nigeg@ucation, among which, according to
Mba (1995), is its failure to take account of indival differences among learners into
consideration. The need to consider individuaiedénces is not unconnected with the fact that
children do not develop the same way. For instantdéle some may be tall and thin, others
may be short and fat. These and many others ateepamples of differences in children’s
physical development. There are also some diféa®in intelligence, emotional, maturity and
social development among children. Thus, we haeehtraring impaired children, the learning
disabled, the gifted, the talented, the mentaltarded and host of others. These children and
youths with variations in their total developmenrg ghose for with special education is meant to
take care of.

According to Osakwe (2010), the school systems fame increasing pressure to raise
standards, develop social and personal skills,demoacurricula, pay greater attention to equal
educational opportunities and prepare young pefgpleapidly changing world. Invariably, the
modern trend all over the world is shifting towagtkiressing the educational plights of students
with one form of disabilities or the other so asbedter their life. The rationale behind this is
contingent upon the fact that people with disabsitoo have invaluable roles to play in national
development, and to be able to do this effectiaglgl meaningfully, their education needs to be
given proper attention. This paper therefore setdmexplore some of the challenges facing the
education of students with disabilities as weltlzes policy implications these challenges have

towards improving the lives of students with disi&ibs.
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Il. The Concept Special Education
Special education has defined in various waysdhlars. For instance, Mba (1991)
opined that special education is an ideal genatataion in which individual differences are
considered and provided for. Adima, Ladipo and #ibd1981), in Oladejo (2001) defined
special education as an aspect of education tleatstrpeople as individuals and makes
allowances for the use of special equipment anchodlst of teaching according to individual
needs. Special education has also been describasl classroom or private instructions
involving unconventional techniques, materials,reises, facilities and subject matter designed
for children and adults who have physical deforesiti behavioural disorders or learning
disabilities (Osakwe, 2010).
The Federal Government of Nigeria, gives a comprgire definition, when it defines
special education as:
the education of children and adults, who haveneay
difficulties because of different kirmdslisabilities-blindness,
partial sightedness, deafness, hardness of heamegtal
retardation, social maladjustment and limb defognat
malformation, due to circumstances of birth, intaerce,
social position, mental and physical health patseror
accident in latter life.
(National Policy on Education, 2004:34)
According to Osakwe (2010), citing the Unites Statadividuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), special education is that eéypf education with specially designed

instructions to meet the unique needs of people digabilities. These definitions are relevant to

the present discourse, even though, special educatinot meant for the disabled only. This is
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because the present paper is focusing on the eolictidents with disabilities, who might be
disadvantaged in the regular educational programmes
Meaning and Classifications of Students witBDisabilities

Students with disabilities, otherwise known as Reapth special needs are those people
with one form of disabilities or the other, capaldé limiting their involvement and
participation in the regular educational programmeesd subsequently affect their academic
performance and functionality in the society. Thesan be classified into eight, with respect to
the type and nature of their disability problembe3e classifications are as discussed in turn
below:

» The Hearing Impaired: These are people with little or no ability to heaunds through
one ear (unilateral impairment) or both ears (br@timpairment). They can be totally
deaf or hard-of-hearing.

* The Visually Impaired: These individuals have difficulties in one or méuactions of
their visual system. They are also either totaligdor partially sighted.

» The People with Speech DisordersPeople with speech disorders are those that
experience lack of development and stimulation whaffect the effective mental
formation of words or their physical production.

* The Emotionally Disorder These are the people that have problems in tineatienal
development. They are not usually emotionally gtabl

» The Mentally Retarded: People with mental retardation are those whose ahability,
growth and development are hindered by biologieayjironmental or hereditary factors

that prevent them from adapting and adjusting éontbrmal environment. They could be
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the moronics, the imbeciles, the idiotics, theraale and the educable based on the
degree of their retardation.
» The Physically Disabled:The physically disabled people are physically disataged
due to conditions that permanently prevent thermfexercising normal body control
and movement.
» The People with Learning Disabilities:These people have disorders in one or more of
the fundamental physiological processes involvedhm understanding, speaking and
writing of language, which include wrong pronunimatof words, spelling, reading and
S0 on.
 The People with Multiple Disabilities: People with multiple disabilities, as the
classification implies, are those with more thae &arm of disabilities. They suffer from
a combination of any of the aforementioneshbilities.
Government Efforts on the Education and Plights ofStudents with Disabilities

Atolagbe (1995) described disable people as immopeople, who are members of the
human society, having no other world to live irgritthe one we jointly own. Hence, the Federal
Government of Nigeria had made some efforts imigkiare of the students with disabilities for
them to have sense of belonging. Ogbue (Oyewo, )188%rted that the initiative of the
Missionaries led to the development of positivésde of Non-Government Organizations and
Governmental Agencies toward the establishmentaagbus Institutions to take care of the needs
of the disabled people. Such Institutions incl@eshires Homes, Ibadan School for the Deaf,

Wesley School for the Deaf as well as the Pacehio8l for the Blind among others.

© JournalsBank.com (2011). ISSN 2220-9425
132



European Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Vol. 3, No.1 (2011)

The Federal Government of Nigeria also recognikesmportance and relevance of the
disabled when in the Third National DevelopmeninPldecreed that ‘Educational services for
the disabled shall be the joint efforts of all $iesf government’. To this end, the Federal
Government directed that two percent of positionstheir establishments be allocated to
qualified disabled persons. It said further th&té& governments should set up Vocational
Training Centres for the disabled as a matter iofripy.

Another effort of the Federal Government on trealied persons is the establishment of
National Council for Special Education in 1976, wihe aim of looking into the issues of the
disabled and advice the government from time teetinkFurthermore, the Federal Government
established a College of Education called Fedeme@iment Advanced Teacher Training
(Special) Education, Oyo in 1977 (now Federal G@l®f Education [Special]) and saddle it
with the responsibility of producing teachers fbe thandicapped as well as the gifted and the
talented students. A Special Unit was also createdtie Federal Ministry of Education while
Special Education Section was also created irhallState Ministries of Education in response
to a directive from the Federal Government. Finalome Federal Universities namely the
Universities of Ibadan, Calabar and Jos, offer sesirin Special education to both the

undergraduates and the post-graduates.

Strategies for Education Students with Disabilities

Osakwe (2010) highlighted two major strategies ek students with disabilities could be
properly educated. These, according the scholar as:

* Inclusion: This is a process, whereby regular education etasse combined with

special education services in a regular system. sthelar further asserted that in this
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strategy, continued and planned interactions witintemporaries and freedom to
associate in different groups are encouraged. s$iauis of two models namely full and

partial. In full inclusion model, specialized se®$ are provided within a regular

classroom by sending the service worker to work wite or more students in the regular
classroom setting, while in the partial model, splexed services are provided outside a
regular classroom.

Exclusion: This is a strategy, whereby students with spe®eals are educated or taught
using special techniques and equipment by speciaissonnel (Osake, 2010). In this
model, students are placed in special schools #&®brooms so as to cater for their
specific educational needs, aspirations and clgaethat will enable them learn at their

own pace.

Challenges Confronting the Education of Students wh Disabilities

There are several challenges facing students digabilities, and these challenges

hinder their personal, vocational, academic anthfadjustment.

First, is the challenge of general inadequacydoicational funding. Nigerian education

is not adequately funded, and this also has effatthe education of students with disabilities.

Certain educational materials, facilities and eqept which could have enabled them to learn

without tears are not adequately provided.

Another challenge, which is closely related to jiln&t discussed one has to do with the

high cost of the educational materials and equignselch as braille machines and papers,

typewriting machines and typing sheets, carbon ggaghermoforming papers, tape recorders
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and cassettes, ear-mould, hearing being used bg stadents, which, of course, many of them
cannot afford buying.

Lack of adequate specialists and para-professosath as the physiotherapists, the
pathologists,, the braillists, the sign languagerpreters, among others constitute a challenge.
Those available are not enough to service the pdipal of students with disabilities.  Ojerinde
(1999) and Ladipo (1999), cited in Oladejo (20(dparted that the total number of primary and
secondary school students’ enrolment in Nigeriadtat about 20 million, with students and
youth with disabilities constituting about 2.4noli in Nigerian Schools.

The architectural designs of most of the Ingbiug where the education of students with
disabilities take place did not take into consitlera the disability nature of these people. It
appears that only the Federal College of Educafipecial) takes note of this architectural
consideration. This greatly hinders the educaticinese categories of learners.

Finally, there is the challenge of poor and ieefive implementation of the policies
formulated towards the betterment of the educabibstudents with disabilities. This has been

the usual case with almost all educational poligieNigeria.

lll.  Policy Implications

The challenges identified above have certain poiioplications for the education of
students with disabilities. These policy implicatanclude the following:

The policy guidelines and provision in Section 8 asipulated in the nation’s National
Policy on Education (2004) should implemented withmediate effect by setting up an

Implementation Action Committee.
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Admission policy of students with disabilities skbuot be as strict as the one for the
students without disabilities in order to encouragd motivate them towards their education.

The employment policy of the Federal Government ttaleast, 2% of the available
positions in all establishments be reserved forpaple with disabilities should be immediately
implemented. This is to further motivate these gaties of disadvantaged people.

Special Students’ Bursary/ Scholarship policy stidu¢ formulated to enhance students
with disabilities’ easy access to financial support

Policy for the architectural design of lecture raowhere the education of students with
disabilities take place needs to be put in placassto ease the process of teaching-learning for

the special learners

IV.  Conclusion and Recommendations

Oyewo (1999) remarked that the growth of the hustiety depends almost entirely on
the contributions of its members. The disabledqes without any doubt, are members of the
Nigerian society that can contribute to its devalept if they are encouraged properly and
adequately. Also, if truly the youths of today #rne leaders of tomorrow, then today’s students
with disabilities, who are part of the today’s Ybsit should be well taken care of, for them to
become the leaders of tomorrow in their respectivesen professions. After all, almost all
disabled children can be trained to live productines (Olawale, 2000). It is hereby
recommended that:

The Federal College of Education (Special), Oyoutd be upgraded to a full-fledged
Degree Awarding Institution to cater for educatibadvancement of the NCE holder in special
education and lead to the production of more acadgiy sound and qualified teachers for the
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disabled students. In addition, more Departmeh&pecial Education should be created in our
nation’s Universities in order to address the peablof shortage of teachers and other para-
professionals for disabled students.

Also, private individuals and Non-Governmental &rgations should be encouraged to
establish more special schools as well as vocdtiand rehabilitation centres. Educational
materials and facilities that would be needed lgleshts with disabilities should be provided at
affordable prices and be within the reach of therpo

The Ministry for the Disabled Affairs or the Nati@ Commission for People with
Disabilities should be created at the Federal aradeSevels with disabled person(s) as the
Minister/Commissioner/Chairman of such Ministrieavastatals.

The Federal Government should compel all the thiezs of government to start giving
scholarship and bursary awards to the deservingbldid students in order to alleviate their
financial problems.  Finally, Federal Governmerddtd ensure that reasonable percentage of
the Education Trust Fund Allocations is made awddlafor the education of students with

disabhilities.
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